Marshall Country Club
August 16, 2019 Newsletter
151 Lyon Lake Rd., Marshall, MI. Pro Shop (269) 781-1182, Club Restaurant (269) 781-5310

All in the Family: An interview with Golf
Course Superintendent – Josh
Josh Coles began working as a MCC
grounds crew member in August of 2010. When the
previous golf course superintendent left, Josh was
initially granted an interim lead position and then
began serving as the official course superintendent in
the spring of 2014. He grew up in Marshall &
graduated from Marshall Public Schools. Following
high school he attended both Lansing Community College and Kellogg
Community College and ultimately enrolled in the Golf Academy in
Orlando, FL & earned an Associate’s Degree in Golf Course & Business
Management. Josh has continued his training and is now certified in
‘Commercial Pesticide Application’ for turf grass, lakes and ponds through
the Michigan Department of Agriculture & Rural Development. MCC is
extremely fortunate to have members of Josh’s family working as part of
the grounds crew-His parents, Doug and Connie Coles and his grandfather
Mike Miller. When you consider MCC only has a total crew of 7, one can
easily see why it’s “All in the Family”. We are proud of our beautiful golf
course and appreciate all the hard work it takes to maintain the entire
grounds.

During the off-season Josh enjoys bowling, ice fishing, traveling and target
practice. Of course, golf is a love, when there is time.
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Did You Know?
MCC is “Going Green”. Have you noticed there are new paper straws and
biodegradable cups?
Gary Newland repaired and replaced a motor for the Air Conditioning unit.
Club Pro Matt recently competed in the Tournament of Champions at
Boyne Mountain. They played three rounds at the Alpine & Monument
courses. Matt scored 73-76 -68 & by battling back on the last day he
ended with a T-16 finish. Congrats Matt!
The Club Restaurant is currently offering a limited Sunday menu. Please
support your restaurant.
Dave & Kathy Davis purchased and arranged for installation of three new
windows for the Club House.
John Card purchased a new flag pole for the “park
area” between the Club House and Pro Shop. With the
assistance of Josh & Doug Coles, and Dave Davis
installation was completed. You may have noticed golf
carts are now parked away from the garden area to
allow our members & visitors to better appreciate the
view.
Judy Peters was awarded a $25.00 restaurant gift card for naming the
MCC “Signature Burger”.
Have you checked out the “High Five” awards on the bulletin board in
the restaurant hallway?
Susan Wiitanen is currently assisting in the kitchen doing prep work,
dishes, and helping with the overall organization in the kitchen.
There were very strong winds on Saturday, July
20th and MCC lost a few trees. This picture is
lakeside north of the Club House.
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A Note from your President
Although it’s mid-August we look forward to a great fall golf season. Many
thanks to our pro shop, restaurant, and golf course staff for their
dedication to MCC. Hopefully you will continue to play (and bring friends)
to enjoy our legendary greens and well manicured course. Please support
our newly staffed restaurant with it’s brand new menu. It is crucial to our
success.
Please plan to attend the Annual Meeting on September 17th at which
time we will address some key strategic issues:
 Voting on new Board members
 Changing our Board structure to a Director led process
 Review the financial status of the Club
To expand on the financial status, we must make some decisions to
achieve stability. Options to discuss are restructuring, dues increase,
assessments, more leagues, and increased public play.
Several members have donated time and money to sustain MCC. We must
have everyone’s involement and input to ensure our survival.
–

Joe Palchak

Hole-in-One Corner
Ed Clothier says, “FINALLY” when he attained his first career Hole-InOne on Thursday, August 8th. His special event occurred on Hole # 11, using
an 8 iron for the 121 yard hole. Tom Hardy, Sr. was his witness.
Congratulations Ed!

Sports Chair Tom Duffey Reminds Us - Special Dates:
Men’s Calcutta
Men’s Club Championship
Ladies Club Championship
Ladies Member/ Member
Ladies Handicap Tournament
Redhawk Open
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August 3 & 4

August 11th
August 17th

Check-out enclosed article
Ongoing
Ongoing
Check-out enclosed article
Ongoing

Other Special Events: Club Restaurant
Retirement Party
Walmart Outing
Red Hawawk Open
Harty Cup Pre Draft

August 2nd
20 people
th
August 9 & 19th
150 people
August 17th
200 people (Restaurant closed the whole day)
August 30th
100 people (Restaurant closed for dinner)

Youth Corner:
PGA Junior League 2019:
MCC had two PGA Junior League teams this season and fun was had by all.
There were 16 junior golfers that competed, with 8 junior golfers on each team.
Five matches were played throughout the summer against surrounding area
courses. We had a great year and finished it off with a fun pizza & ice cream
party! (Contributed by Golf Pro Matt)

Q. Why did the golfer wear two pairs of shoes?
A. In case he got a hole in one!
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LGA Member Guest Tournament:
It was a very warm weekend on July 20 & 21 when the ladies held their annual
event and for the first time played it on a Saturday and Sunday. A total of 14 teams
(28 golfers) vied for the top spot under
the theme of
“A Day at the Zoo”. The ladies
played 18 holes on Saturday and 18
holes on Sunday. The first round was
1 net best ball from the 2-person
team, while the second round was
combined net scores. Thank you to
the Event Committee Chair Members of Sue
Hutchings, Gail Bradstreet, Jan Keen and Janis Team Photo
Charmeda.

First Place Winners - Janis
Charmeda with guest Sheila
Case
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Second Place Team - Mary
Kay Pessetti with guest
Lynette Wade

MCC Men’s Member-Member:
There were 5 flights this year for the Men’s Member/Member Tournament.
Each flight played five 9-hole matches against all the other teams in their
flight. A team received 1 point for winning a hole, ½ point for a tie, and 1
extra point to the team that wins the match. The competitors played 27 holes
on Saturday and 18 holes on Sunday. It was great weather all weekend.
Congratulations to all the flight winners!

Flight Winners

Drew Lasky & Josh Coles

Kris Jordan & Jamie Dufresne
Paul Gorsuch & Mike Parkhurst

Tim Caron & Mike o prevent
localized Wales

Dave Bagi & Ed Harmon

I shot one under today:
 1 under………. a tree
 1 under………..a bush
 1 under………. the water
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Shop Talk from Josh Coles:
(MCC Golf Course Superintendent)
July has come and gone and August has started with perfect
temperatures. It seems we are at the opposite extreme with no
rain but if there are not too many hot humid days we will not
worry about turf damage. Low humidity does dry out the
course very quickly so we will be doing short watering cycles
and hand watering greens in the low areas so please work with the crew. The
course is in very good condition and we would like to thank all the members who
are doing their part in fixing divots and ball marks. Other noteworthy items:




Sand has been added into the # 8 front greenside bunker so hopefully balls
shouldn’t get stuck under the lip as the sand settles & firms up.
Problem with 2 sprinkler heads running incorrectly at the beginning of #15
fairway – try to avoid driving in this area.
A couple of equipment issues caused a slow hydraulic leak on the greens
mower but the turf should repair quickly. The main hydraulic pump on
the greens mower went out so it took a little while to get the replacement
but all repairs are now complete. So the greens may be a little slower and
inconsistent so pay attention to the downhill putts.

Thanks to all the members who are continuously out there helping to beautify
and clean up the course. Please keep up the good work and know all your hard
work doesn’t go unnoticed.
Make sure you check out the new flagpole &
American flag.

Men’s Calcutta
There were 10 teams this year for the Men’s Calcutta. This event is a 2person combined Chicago points event over two days. It consists of a blind draw
for partners along with the auction of teams on Thursday night. Participants
competed Saturday and Sunday for two days of great competition. Chicago
points consists of receiving 1 pt. for a bogey, 2 pts for a par, 4 pts for a birdie,
and 8 pts for an eagle. The amount of points you need to make depends on your
handicap.
Congratulations to the winning team of Ron Bradstreet & Gary

Newland.
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LGA Memorial Member/Member
This event was rescheduled following a rain-out in June. It was held on
Sunday, August 11th at a 2:00pm shotgun with 9 two-person teams. The top
three teams were awarded prizes in addition to gross and net skins and a
proxy for longest putt on Hole # 9. Congratulations to all were participated!

2nd place winners: Glenda
Culp & Doris Schoening
1st place winners:
Glenda Walters &
Cathy Galloway

3rd place winners:
Cece Hepler &
Vicki
Knickerbocker

Communications:
MCC is working hard to maintain strong communications with its members and the
community at large. We encourage you to actively read materials on the website
(marshallcountryclub.com), Newsletters, Board Briefs following each Board meeting,
Thursday updates from Pro Matt and any special postings on Facebook and other
social media. You can be an ambassador for building strong ties to increase
membership at MCC. Be informed!

Member Value Statement
As a result of listening to our membership through the focus group meetings and other
conversations, we realize the importance of restoring the value of your MCC
membership. As a result MCC is committed to keeping the club as exclusive as
possible while balancing the need to increase revenue to pay essential operating costs.
Therefore, we intend to limit public play to Monday all day, Tuesday afternoon, Friday
all day, Saturday all day and Sunday afternoon. League play will continue on
Wednesday afternoon.
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Know Your Board:
Joe Palchak
Tom Duffey
Ann Adams
Greg Nyenhuis
Tom Sowles
Nancy Card
Mike Dean
Rick Driver
Linda Hoover
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President
Vice President/Sports Committee
Secretary
Treasurer/ Finance Committee
General Manager/Greens Committee
Director/Communications Committee
Director/Membership Committee
Director/House Committee
Director/Entertainment Committee

